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Syllabus
course description

The course belongs to the class “affine” in the MA in Eco-Social Design (LM-12). This course is a compulsory subject in the area “Sciences & Discourse”

	Course title
	Political Ecology 
Area: Sciences & Discourse

	Course code
	96009

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Scientific sector 
	SPS/04 – Scienza politica

	Degree 
	Master in Eco-Social Design (LM-12)

	Semester 
	II

	Year
	1st and 2nd

	Credits 
	6

	Modular
	No

	Lecturer
	Daniela Gottschlich 	Comment by Kris Krois: to be updated by the secretariat
office F4.02, e-mail daniela.gottschlich@unibz.it, tel. +39 0471 015227, webpage http://www.unibz.it/en/design-art/people/StaffDetails.html?personid=11597&hstf=11597

	Scientific sector of the lecturer
	-

	Teaching language
	English

	Teaching assistant (if any)
	-

	Office hours 
	· Will be announced in the first session 

	Teaching language
	English

	Total lecturing hours
	30

	Total hours of self-study and/or other individual educational activities
	about 120

	Attendance
	not compulsory but recommended

	Prerequisites
	-

	Course page
	http://pro2.unibz.it/projects/blogs/essen/





Course description

This seminar gives an overview of Political Ecology’s origins, practices, methodologies and core concerns. Political Ecology take issues usually neglected into account and highlights the conflictual character of political processes around ecological problems. Therefore, the seminar introduces to key concepts of Political Ecology – e.g. “conflict”, “power”, “marginalization”, “democracy” – and it presents different theoretical approaches – e.g. Postcolonial Political Ecology, Feminist Political Ecology – including ongoing and emerging debates – e.g. on environmental and ecological justice, land grabbing and human-animal relations.
Beside the aim of answering the question what Political Ecology is and does and how it relates to Eco-Social Design the seminar will focus on various movements and their struggles in the field of food production and consumption (Via Campesina, Community Supported Agriculture, save-our-seeds).


Educational objectives

Students will be able to:
collaborate with experts and other designers to develop and implement an integrated project;
propose and develop projects which will contribute to local development while considering the global context, starting from a “glocal” vision, which “focuses on the global and planetary dimension and the local one at the same time” (from the Dizionario Treccani);
take into account the political dimension of social-ecological transformation and the environmental, social and economic impacts occurring within the tension between global and local dimensions;
take into account the socio-economic aspects that characterize a territory, a community and a group of people;
integrate socio-economic aspects and sustainability requirements in project design while considering the tension, which occurs between the local and the global dimensions;
develop an individual way of thinking, leading to critical judgements and self-assessments;
communicate, multilingually in a convincing way, through a variety of modalities (written, oral, visual);
design by taking into account the needs and desires of a given territory, of a situation/set of circumstances, of a specific group of people, thanks to the ability of observing, listening, interacting and mediating amongst various stakeholders involved in the project;
talk to experts about the project;
read experts’ articles, studies and reports related to one’s own project issues and integrate those analysis with one’s own project design;
take into account the sustainability requirements of a product, a service, an application or an interactive system; integrate the sustainability requirements in the project and in one’s own design;
organize a research project while identifying relevant studies and researches, experts to collaborate with, methods and instruments to adopt;
outline the cultural, social and economic territorial framework where the students will intervene;
understands specialist literature so as to integrate it within their own research project;

Knowledge will be acquired in the following fields:
the relationships between politics and ecology, the ecological impact of political choices and the political impact of ecological choices, the frames within which to think, interpret and value such relations, with particular attention to the circumstances of the Alpine territories and their contexts;


List of topics covered
Core notions of Political Ecology (e.g. conflict, power, democracy; social injustice); different theoretical strands of Political Ecology (e.g. Feminist Political Ecology; Postcolonial Political Ecology; Human-Animal Studies) and movements (e.g. Via Campesina); ecological crises as crises of societal relations with nature; environmental and ecological justice; the concept of food sovereignty.


Teaching format
Frontal lectures, group exercises, group discussions


Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
Students will gain knowledge on theoretical frameworks, concepts and movements on Political Ecology, also with reference to the field of sustainable food production and consumption.

Applying knowledge and understanding 
Students will learn to use the perspective of Political Ecology for their analyses of social-ecological problems as well as for designing transformative projects and processes.

Making judgments 
Students will learn to critically reflect the political dimension of society-nature relations in theory and practice. They will be more sensitized to categories of social injustice and the issue of power relations between the different stakeholders.

Communication skills 
Students will learn how to get in contact and communicate with different stakeholders, ideally even with those who have often been marginalized.

Learning skills 
Students will learn what Political Ecology is and does and how it can relate to Eco-Social Design, especially in the field of sustainable food production and consumption.


Assessment
Written and oral:

For attending students
a final assignment consisting in a short paper discussing the relevance of Political Ecology for social-ecological transformation processes by arguing on how core concepts of Political Ecology have influenced the development of their design projects,
a discussion about the final assignment,
participation in class activities (questions during lectures and participation in discussions and debates),
the ability to integrate course’s topics and issues of Political Ecology in to the final presentation of the design project.

Assessment language: English 


Evaluation criteria and criteria for awarding marks
Clarity in the presentation and proper use of theoretical framework of Political Ecology (e.g. concepts, notions, methods)
Mastery of course related language
Ability to critically reflect the relevance of Political Ecology for social-ecological interventions and transformation processes


Required readings
Le Billon, Philippe (2015): Environmental Conflict, in: Perreault, Thomas/ Bridge, Gavin/ McCarthy, James (eds.): The Routledge Handbook of Political Ecology. New York: Routledge, pp. 598-608.
Gottschlich, Daniela/ Bellina, Leonie (forthcoming): Justice and care: critical emancipatory contributions to conceptualizing sustainable development. In: Agriculture and Human Values, Special Issue: Feminist Perspectives on Human-Nature-Relations, edited by Gottschlich, Daniela/ Mölders, Tanja/ Padmanabhan, Martina.
Copies of short texts for group exercises and discussions will be brought along.

Supplementary readings
Robbins, Paul (2012): Political Ecology. A Critical Introduction. London: Wiley-Blackwell Publishing (2nd edition) – part I: What is political ecology? (pp. 9-48), part II: conceptual and methodological challenges (pp. 101-154).
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